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PREFACE

Since 1961 when 1 began teaching Ancient and Medieval Ethiopian History at the
old University College of Addis Ababa, T have been interested in writing a book on the
same subject. As the sources were scattered in different places, I realized that the task was
not an easy one. Fortunately the Haile Sellassie I University provided me with all facilities
so that T was able to visit various places and collect material. For the same purpose, I was
released from my teaching assignments for one semester in 1963 and spent the time on re-
search in Northern Ethiopia. The financial and moral support of my University encouraged
me to take the matter more seriously and in 1965 I produced the first draft. Hereafter,
I continued to work on this manuscript, improving the text and adding more material
until 1967.

Another occasion was offered to me to concentrate on this work. In the 1967-68 aca-
demic year, | was granted sabbatical leave and the British Council agreed to pay my air
fare to London. There I had a chance to consult many printed works and manuscripts in
the British Museum. Meanwhile through the energetic efforts of Dr. Abebe Ambatchew,
then Secretary General of Ethiopian National Commission for UNESCO, I received a fel-
Jowship of six months from UNESCO and this helped me to work under better conditions.
I am decply obliged to the above Institutions and to Dr. Abebe Ambatchew.

At the same time I recall with great pleasure the hospitality and encouragement [
received from Dr. Eguale Gebre Yohannes, then Councellor at the Imperial Ethiopian
Embassy in Bonn and now Head of Cultural Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Adffairs.
He did all he could to assist in the success of my work. He deserves many many thanks for
his generosity, constructive criticism and wise advice.

Many other friends and colleagues also helped me in one way or another. Particular
mention is due to Dr. Abraham Demoz, Ex-Dean of Arts at Haile Sellassie T University,
and Dr. Merid Welde Aregay, Assistant Professor of History in the same institution. The
former sought to establish a fellowship during the period of my sabbatical leave and the
latter lent me his best adviee which T found very useful.

Editing and typing the work involved many people. W/ro Belaynesh Mikael of the
Haile Sellassie 1 University Press helped me in editing part of the manuscript. Mrs. M.
White, from Britain edited the second half and typed it. My wife Selamawit and W/ro Mulu
Alem Mengistu volunteered to type the draft. T thank all of them very much indeed.

Sergew Hable Sellassie
Department of History
Haile Sellassie T University




¥
List of Illnstrations

Part of the ruins of Goulo Makeda. Between pp. 38-39.

The stele of Kaskasse. Between pp. 60-61.

Seated lady’s statue discovered in Hawlti in 1959, Berween, pp. 60-61.

The side of the Hawlii throne with reliefs and Sabacan inseription. 1959 Between pp. 60-61.

Bronze objects discovered at Yeha 1960. Between pp. 60-61.

Identity marks with Sabaean letters. 1960. Between pp. 60-61,

Adi Kewih: Incense-burner with Sabaean inscription. Between pp. H0-61.

Adi Kewih: Remain of old building. Between pp. 60-61.

The dam of Coloe. Between pp. 60-61.

The dam of Coloe in raining season.

The ruins of Coloe

The throne of Hawlti. Between pp. 60-61.

Altar with symmetric Sabaean inscription. Between pp. 60-61.

Altar with geometric Sabaean inscription. MELAZO. Between pp. 60-61.

The statue of scated lady from Adi Galamo with Spbaean inscription (5th cent. B.C.).
Between pp. 60-61.

Incense- burner with crescent and disc and Sabaean inscription. ADDI GELEMO 1954,
Between pp. 60-61.

The standing stele of Aksum. Between pp. 68-69.

The fallen stele of Aksum 33m. high. Between pp. 68-69.

Ivory discovered at Adulis in 1961. Between pp. T4-75. :

Silver coin of Endybis (111 cent. A.D.) Between pp. B2-33

Roman coins with earings discovered at Matara. Between pp. 82-83

The trillingual inscription of Ezana. Between pp. 94-95.

Rack-hewn church of Abreha and Asbeha. Between pp. 104-105.

A cross from the church of Abreha and asbeha. Between pp. 104-1035,

The alleged bed, on which had been brought the body of Abreha from Jimma. It is kept
in the church of Abreha and Asbeha in Teigé. Between pp. 104-103.

Gold coin of QOusanas I1 (5th cent. A.D.). Between pp. 112-113.

The Nine Saints from the painting in the church of Abba Yime'ata, Gere'alta (Tigré).
Between pp. 116-117.

Medieval Ethiopian church of Debre Damo on its tragic way of desturction. Between pp.
[18-119.

MATARA 1959, Between pp. 124-125.

Fig. 1

Gold crosses discovered at Matara, Between pp. 124-125.

Fig. 2

Part of an old Aksumite building.

The so called tomb of Caleb. Between pp. 124-125,

The excavated site of Matara. Between pp. 124-125.

Bronze lamp from Matara. Between pp. 124-123.

Gold coin of Bete Isreal. Between pp. 160-161.

Arabic inscription from Megellé (Tigré). Between pp. 248-249,

Emperor Lalibela. Between pp. 260-267.

Typical crosses of the Zagwé Period. Between pp. 272-273.

The roaf of Bete Medhane Alem. Between pp. 272-273.

Abuna Gebre Menfes Qidus. Between pp. 278-279.

Middle picture is of Abuna Tekle Haimanot without wings. Between pp. 286-287.

Stele on alleged tomb of Yitbarek in Enseta, Gaynt. Between pp. 286-287.




Fui...._ :

1)
2)
3)
4)
3)

List of Maps

Trade Routes to the Land of Punt p. 22,

Semitic Migration and Settlements p. 28

Ancient Sites of Northern Ethiopia p. 32.

The Empire of Ethiopia according to Monumentum Adulitanum p. 64
The site of the churches of Lalibela between pp. 274-275.




AE
ACISE
AION
AIOUN
Bi. Or.
BSAC
BSGI
BSOAS
CIH

CsCO
DAE
El
FHG
GGM
GCS
JA
JEA
JES
IS8
JESHO
JRAS

Migne P.G.

Migne P.L.
oM

Patr, Or.
PICES

RE

ROC
RRAL

RSO
RSE
ZA
ZDMG

ABBREVIATIONS

— Annales d'Ethiopie.

— Atti del Convegno Internazionale di Studi Etiopici.

— Annuario dell’ Istituto Orientale di Napoli.

— Annuario dell’ Istituto Universitario di Napoli.

— Bibliotheca Orientalis.

— Bulletin de la Société d Archéologie Copie.

— Bollettino della Societa Geografica Italiana.

— Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies.

— Corpus Ingeriptionum Semiticarum, pars quarte, Insecriptiones
Himyariticas et Sabaeas.

— Cropus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalfum.

Deutsche Aksum-Expedition

— Encyclopaedia of Islam.

— Fragm. Hise. Graec.

— Georgraphi Graeci Minores, ed. C.Mueller.

— Geschichte der Christlichen Schriftsteller.

— Journal Asiatige,

— Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.

— Journal of Ethiopian Studies.

— Journal of Semetic Studies.

— Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient.

— Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Patrologiae Cursus Completus, Series Graeca.

— Parrologiae Cursus Completus Series Lating.

— Oriente Meoderno.

— Patrologia Orientalis.

— Proceedings of the third International Conference of the Ethiopian Studies.

— Real Encyclopaedie.
Revie de I'Orient Chrétien.

— Rendiconti della Reale Accademia dei Licei, Classe di scienze morali,
storiche e filologiche.

— Rassegna di Studi Orientali.

Rassegna di Studi Etiopici.

— Zeitschrift fuer Assyriologie.

. Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlaendischen fFesellschaft.

™



Transliteration

The transliteration of Ethiopian words still remains problematic. So far few effarts
have been made to solve this problem and the result of such efforts has not earned the
recognition of a large number of the scholars concerned. 1 think it would take quite a
long time to apply a uniform transliteration,

The transliteration used in this book is based partly on suggestions made by the Eth-
iopian Languages Department of Haile Sellassie I University and partly results from modi-
Fication for the purpose of simplicity. T also left those words whose spelling has been al-
ready nceepted largely as they are, such as Addis Ababa, Meskal etc. Besides lack of dige
criticals I did not use the necessary signs on the palantalized consonants, It shall also be
noted that the fall of the accent in each word is very important. 1f the accent falls on the first
syllable the second should not necessarily be transliterated. This is mostly happens in the
sixth order. For example in the case of Amde Sion there is no need to transliterate the
second syllable like this Amide, simply because the accent falls on the first syllable, Such
cases are many and should be kept in mind,

In general the transliteration applied in this book is as follows:

a) The seven orders;
i = hg, i = hu, ¥ = hi, ¥ = ha, % = hé, w = hi, o = hao,

b) Letters
he = wvishivim A
le = a
me = gw
s = wif
re = ¢
she = ¥
1] - - R
be = n
w = b
che = g
ne = 3
gng = ¢
i = hip
ke = h :
Wwe = m
e = j
i L 1
ye = o
de = g
[
g = 3
e = m
tche = m
pe = &
i1+ = Rinp
[ = 4
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